


 

NYMTA Long Island Rail Road (LIRR), New York 
www.mta.info/lirr 

 
The NYMTA is a public benefit 
corporation of the State of New York. 
The NYMTA has the responsibility for 
developing and implementing a unified 

mass transportation policy for the City of New York and Dutchess, Nassau, Orange, Putnam, 
Rockland, Suffolk and Westchester counties (transportation district or “Downstate”). The 
NYMTA carries out these responsibilities directly and through its subsidiaries and affiliates. 
NYMTA operates commuter rail services in the transportation district through its subsidiaries, 
LIRR and Metro-North Commuter Railroad Company (Metro-North). 

The LIRR system is comprised of over 700 miles of track on 11 different branches, stretching 
from Montauk – on the eastern tip of Long Island – to the refurbished Penn Station in the heart 
of Manhattan, approximately 120 miles away. Along the way, the LIRR serves 124 stations in 
Nassau, Suffolk, Queens, Brooklyn and Manhattan, providing service for some 82 million 
customers each year, taking them to and from jobs, homes, schools, sporting events, concerts, 
beaches, Broadway shows, and the multitude of other attractions around the New York 
metropolitan region.   
 

 
Source:  http://www.mta.info/lirr/ 

 
NYMTA Long Island Rail Road (LIRR) 

Metropolitan Transit Authority 
New York, NY 
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Nearly 500 of the railroad’s daily trains originate or terminate at Penn Station in Manhattan. 
Most of the remainder originate or terminate at Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, with a number of 
others originating or terminating at Hunterspoint Avenue and Long Island City in Queens. All of 
these terminals provide connections to NYMTA New York City Transit subway service. All but 
one of the 11 branches pass through the important Jamaica hub, where customers may change 
trains to connect for other branches or terminals. Third-rail electric service is offered on the lines 
to Port Washington, Ronkonkoma, Babylon, Hempstead, Huntington, West Hempstead, Long 
Beach and Far Rockaway, and diesel service is provided on the lines to Oyster Bay, Port 
Jefferson, Montauk and Greenport.  

The LIRR operates 24-hours-a-day, 7-days-a-week, including all holidays, with service intervals 
varying by destination and time of day.   

Governance  
As mentioned above, NYMTA operates commuter rail services in the transportation district 
through its subsidiaries, LIRR and Metro-North. Although the chairman and members of the 
NYMTA, by statute, are also the chairman and members of the subsidiaries and affiliates, these 
agencies have their own management structures that are responsible for its day-to-day 
operations. The day-to-day operation of each of the commuter rail services is overseen by its 
president, who serves as its chief operating officer.   

Through the LIRR, the NYMTA directly operates commuter rail service between New York City 
and Long Island and within Long Island.  The LIRR was incorporated as a privately-held railroad 
company in 1834. In 1966, the NYMTA acquired all of the capital stock of the LIRR from its 
parent, the Pennsylvania Railroad Company. In February 1980, the LIRR’s Certificate of 
Incorporation was amended to convert the LIRR into a subsidiary public Benefit Corporation of 
the NYMTA organized pursuant to the MTA Act. The LIRR owns, leases or has easements or 
other rights to the rolling stock, physical plant and equipment material to its operations.   

Funding  
LIRR financials are reported as part of the NYMTA System.  Sources of local funds include toll 
revenues from the NYMTA Bridges and Tunnels division. The mortgage recording tax is the 
source of the State of New York contribution to the Suburban Transportation Fund to provide 
operating assistance to the NYMTA commuter railroads.  

NTD 2006 
In fiscal 2006, there were 99.5 million annual unlinked passenger trips on LIRR. Other key 
statistics are: 48.77 unlinked passenger trips per vehicle revenue hour, $9.80 operating expense 
per passenger trip, $4.59 fare revenue per passenger trip, and 47% fare recovery.   
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NYMTA Metro-North Railroad (Metro North), New York 
www.mta.info/mnr 

NYMTA is a public benefit corporation 
of the State of New York. The NYMTA 
has the responsibility for developing and 
implementing a unified mass 
transportation policy for the City of New 

York and Dutchess, Nassau, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, Suffolk and Westchester counties 
(Transportation District or “Downstate”). The NYMTA carries out these responsibilities directly 
and through its subsidiaries and affiliates. NYMTA operates commuter rail services in the 
transportation district through its subsidiaries, Metro-North, and the Long Island Rail Road 
(LIRR). 

Three main lines east of the Hudson River – the Hudson, the Harlem, and the New Haven – 
operate out of Grand Central Terminal in New York City. Two lines west of the Hudson River – 
the Port Jervis and the Pascack Valley – operate out of New Jersey Transit’s terminal in 
Hoboken, N.J., and connect with service out of Penn Station, NY via the Secaucus Transfer.   

• Hudson Line extends 74 miles from Grand Central Terminal to Poughkeepsie. 

• Harlem Line extends 82 miles to Wassaic.  

• New Haven Line, which also has three branch lines – the New Canaan, Danbury, and 
Waterbury – extends 72 miles to New Haven.  

• Port Jervis Line runs 95 miles from Hoboken to Port Jervis, with 30 of those miles in New 
Jersey.  

• Pascack Valley Line extends 31 miles from Hoboken to Spring Valley, 25 of those miles 
being in New Jersey. 

Total square mileage of the service territory is approximately 2,701 miles. 

The railroad also manages The Hudson Rail Link feeder bus service in the Bronx, and the 
Haverstraw-Ossining and Newburgh-Beacon ferries, all of which connect with the Hudson Line. 

Average weekday ridership is 270,000. Roughly 49% of the railroad’s ridership is comprised of 
commuters to Manhattan. (This represents an 80 percent share of that market.) The remaining 
51% of its customers are reverse commuting out of New York to suburban employment centers, 
traveling during off-peak hours, or taking day trips in the region without ever setting foot in 
Grand Central Terminal. 

The railroad’s hours of operation are approximately 4:00 AM to 3:40 AM. Service intervals vary 
according to destination and time of day. First trains arrive in Grand Central at 5:30 AM and the 
last trains leave the terminal at 2:00 AM. Weekdays, peak-period trains east of the Hudson River 
run every 20-30 minutes; off-peak trains run every 30-60 minutes; and weekends hourly.  

Governance  

As mentioned above, NYMTA operates commuter rail services in the transportation district 
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through its subsidiaries, Metro-North and LIRR. Although the chairman and members of the 
NYMTA, by statute, are also the chairman and members of the subsidiaries and affiliates, these 
agencies have their own management structures that are responsible for its day-to-day 
operations. The day-to-day operation of each of the commuter rail services is overseen by its 
president, who serves as its chief operating officer.   

Metro-North was incorporated by the NYMTA on September 22, 1982 as a subsidiary public 
benefit corporation. The NYMTA or the Metro-North owns, leases or has easements or other 
rights to the rolling stock, physical plant and equipment material to the operation of the Harlem 
and Hudson Lines, and to the physical plant and equipment material to the operation of the State 
portion of the New Haven Line. The NYMTA or the Metro-North owns approximately 48 
percent of the rolling stock used on the New Haven Line, and Connecticut Department of 
Transportation (ConnDOT) owns the remaining. The New Haven Line is operated by Metro-
North pursuant to the terms of an Amended and Restated Service Agreement (ASA) dated as of 
June 21, 1985, among the State of Connecticut, Connecticut Department of Transportation, and 
NYMTA and Metro-North.  

Funding  
Metro-North financials are reported as part of the NYMTA System.  Sources of local funds 
include toll revenues from the NYMTA Bridges and Tunnels division. The mortgage recording 
tax is the source of the State of New York contribution to the Suburban Transportation Fund to 
provide operating assistance to the NYMTA commuter railroads. Subsidy is also provided by the 
State of Connecticut. 

NTD 2006 
In fiscal 2006, there were 76.5 million annual unlinked passenger trips on Metro-North. Other 
key statistics are: 48.96 unlinked passenger trips per vehicle revenue hour, $9.79 operating 
expense per passenger trip, $5.94 fare revenue per passenger trip, and 61% fare recovery.   
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Source:  http://www.mta.info/mnr/index.html 

 
NYMTA Metro-North Commuter Railroad Company (Metro-North) 

Metropolitan Transit Authority 
New York, NY 
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SEPTA Regional Rail 
Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority (SEPTA), Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania 
www.septa.org 
 

SEPTA is a multi-modal 
transit system that provides 
a vast network of fixed-
route services including 

bus, subway, subway-elevated, regional rail, light rail, and trackless trolley and bus routes for a 
five county area:  Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery and Philadelphia Counties. The 
SEPTA system generates over 1 million passenger trips per day.  

SEPTA acquired over the years the assets of several private transportation operators to form four 
operating divisions. Although the revenue and costs are logically accounted for separately, the 
operating and staff departments exist in a matrix structure and function as a cohesive unit 
beneath the following four broad operating divisions:  

• City Transit Division – SEPTA acquired the assets of the former Philadelphia Transportation 
Company inn 1968 forming the current City Transit Division.  The City Transit Division 
primarily services the City of Philadelphia and operates 72 bus routes, 6 light-rail lines and 
two subway-elevated lines.  

• Victory Division – The Victory Division, formerly known as the Philadelphia Suburban 
Transportation Company, serves Chester, Delaware and Montgomery Counties.  Also known 
colloquially as the Red Arrow Division, the Victory Division is comprised of 22 bus routes, 
two trolley lines and the Norristown High Speed Line.  

• Frontier Division – The Frontier Division consists of 21 bus routes serving Bucks and 
Montgomery Counties.  These routes formerly came under the auspices of several private 
operators including Schuylkill Valley Lines, which was acquired in 1976.  

• Regional Rail Division – The Regional Rail Division serves the City of Philadelphia, as well 
as Bucks, Chester, Delaware and Montgomery Counties, with service to Newark, Delaware 
and Trenton and West Trenton, New Jersey.  The infrastructure and assets of the Regional 
Rail Division were previously operated by the Pennsylvania and Reading Railroads.  These 
commuter rail lines were operated by Conrail from 1976 through 1982, and acquired by 
SEPTA in 1983.  

Governance  

The Pennsylvania General Assembly established SEPTA on February 18, 1964, to provide public 
transit services for a five county area:  Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery and Philadelphia 
Counties.  The Authority is an instrumentality of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, created by 
the State Legislature. SEPTA is governed by a Board consisting of fifteen Directors.  The City of 
Philadelphia and the Counties of Bucks, Chester, Delaware and Montgomery each appoint two 
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members to the Board.  The Pennsylvania Senate and House collectively appoint four members, 
and the Governor of Pennsylvania appoints one representative. 

Funding  
SEPTA’s fiscal year 2008 operating and capital budget and revenue sources for all transit modes 
are illustrated in the table below. Note the percentage of state funding through the Pennsylvania 
Public Transportation Trust Fund.  The sources of funding for the Trust Fund are: general sales 
tax, lottery revenue, bond proceeds, vehicle lease tax, rental car surcharge, tire tax, and toll 
revenues from the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission. 

SEPTA FY2008 Operating and Capital Budget and Revenue Sources  
 
 
Amounts in millions  

FY2008 
Budget 

% of Total 
Expenses 

OPERATING 
Total Operating Expenses  $  1,022  
 
Operating Revenue     

Passenger Revenue  $  374 37% 
Shared Ride Program $  19 2% 

Investment Income $  6 3% 
Other Income $  27 3% 

$  425 42% Total Operating Revenue 
    

Operating Subsidy    
Federal $  32 3% 

PA Public Transportation Trust Fund  $  496 49% 
Local $ 66 6% 
Other $ 3 0% 

$ 597 58% Total Subsidy 
Total Revenue and Subsidy  $  1,022  
 
CAPITAL  
Total Capital Expenses  $  426  
 
Federal     

Federal Formula (5307,5340,5309) $  144.1 34%  
Federal Earmarks $  7.7 2%  

FHWA Flex $  22.4 5%  
Homeland Security $  10.0 2%  

$  184.2 43%   
    

$  31.2 7%  New Starts  
 
State     

$  200.5 47%  PA Public Transportation Trust Fund  
 
Local     

$  10.2 2%  Local Match  
 
Total Capital Revenues  $  426  

 
NTD 2006 
In fiscal 2006, there were 34.2 million annual unlinked passenger trips on SEPTA commuter rail 
lines. Other key statistics for the commuter rail mode are: 57.5 unlinked passenger trips per 
vehicle revenue hour, $5.33 operating expense per passenger trip, $2.84 fare revenue per 
passenger trip, and 53% fare recovery.  
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SEPTA Regional Rail 
Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority  

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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Keystone Line 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, Harrisburg, PA 
www.dot.state.pa.us/ 
 

The Keystone Line runs between New York City and Harrisburg by way of Philadelphia.  The 
commuter rail service on the Keystone Line operates in the “Keystone Corridor,” a Federal 
Railroad Administration (FRA) designated high speed corridor (349-mile railroad line between 
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh).    

Governance  
Keystone Line service is provided by Amtrak, under contract to the Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation. 

Funding  
State of Pennsylvania funds provide for operating expense not covered by fares and local match 
for federal grants for capital projects.  

NTD 2006 
In fiscal 2006, there were 275,000 annual unlinked passenger trips on the Keystone Line. Other 
key statistics are: 18.8 unlinked passenger trips per vehicle revenue hour, $34.95 operating 
expense per passenger trip, $10.89 fare revenue per passenger trip, and 31% fare recovery.  

 

 

Keystone Line 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
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Trinity Railway Express (TRE) 
Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) and Fort Worth Transportation Authority, Texas 
www.trinityrailwayexpress.org 
 

The Trinity Railway Express (TRE) opened on December 30, 
1996, for 10 miles of the route from Dallas to Irving. Service was 
extended to Richland Hills in September 2000. The route was 
completed in December 2001 when service was extended to 
downtown Fort Worth.  

The TRE alignment runs from 
the T&P Station in Fort Worth 
to Union Station in Dallas. 
The alignment is 33 miles 
with nine stations and one 
special event stop. From end 
to end the travel time is 65 
minutes with an average speed 
of 37 mph.    

Trinity Railway Express  Station Boardings, Alightings (AM Eastbound) 
Station  Boardings  Alightings  Station Information  

T&P Station  20%   Downtown, Fort Worth Convention 
Center, the Fort Worth Water 
Gardens, Sundance Square and 
Tarrant County government 
facilities, parking. 

Forth Worth ITC 10%   Similar stops to T&P Station.  

Richland Hills  23%  1%  Richland Hills, North Hills Mall, 
North East Mall and bus service to 
the UT at Arlington’s Fort Worth 
campus, parking  

The table shows the percent of 
AM eastbound boardings and 
alightings, by stop, to 
illustrate where passengers are 
boarding the train and the 
most popular destinations.  
The service is bi-directional 
but about 80 percent of 
ridership is eastbound in the 
AM (to Dallas) and 
westbound in the PM (to Fort 
Worth).  The TRE operates 
Monday through Saturday.  

Hurst/Bell  13%  1%  Bell Helicopter Textron, residential, 
parking.  

CentrePort/DFW 
Airport  

15%  7%  CentrePort Business Park, 
American Airlines HQ, DFW 
Airport, parking.  

West Irving  7%  1%  Irving Mall, residential, parking.  

South Irving  12%  2%  Downtown Irving, including the 
Irving Heritage District, Irving 
Civic Center, residential, parking.  

Medical/Market 
Center  

 23%  Dallas Market Hall, medical center 

Victory Station    Events at American Airlines Center 

TRE schedule frequency is 
approximately every 23-25 
minutes each way during peak 
periods and every 40-60 minutes off-peak, Monday through Friday. Saturday service has 11 
trains in both directions, approximately one and one-half hours apart. Average daily boardings 
reported by TRE for 2008 were 8,900.  

Union Station   65%  Downtown, other transit, Reunion 
Tower, Reunion Arena  

 100%  100%   

Governance  
Trinity Railway Express is a commuter rail service provided jointly by Dallas Area Rapid Transit 
(DART) and the Fort Worth Transportation Authority (the T). 
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Funding  
DART and the T sales tax revenues provide for operating expenses not covered by fares and 
local share to match federal grants for capital projects.  

NTD 2006 
DART - In fiscal 2006, DART reported 1.5 million annual unlinked passenger trips on the TRE. 
Other key statistics are: 57.18 unlinked passenger trips per vehicle revenue hour, $14.44 
operating expense per passenger trip, $0.83 fare revenue per passenger trip, and 6% fare 
recovery.   

The T - In fiscal 2006, the T reported 952,200 annual unlinked passenger trips on the TRE. Other 
statistics: 41.64 unlinked passenger trips per vehicle revenue hour, $9.01 operating expense per 
passenger trip, $0.99 fare revenue per passenger trip, and 11% fare recovery.   
 
 

 
 

Source:  http://www.trinityrailwayexpress.org/ 
 

Trinity Railway Express (TRE) 
Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas 
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FrontRunner 
Utah Transit Authority, Salt Lake City, UT 
www.rideuta.com 
 

Utah Transit Authority (UTA) held a grand opening for the new Wasatch Front commuter rail 
train, FrontRunner, on April 25, 2008.  

The $611 million FrontRunner line spans 44 miles, with eight stations between Pleasantview and 
Salt Lake City, where it connects with UTA TRAX light-rail services. (Source: Railway Age, 
Rail Industry News)  

UTA is projecting about 5,900 daily riders initially, rising to 13,000 by 2020.  

Governance  
FrontRunner is a commuter rail service provided the UTA. 

Funding  
UTA sales tax revenues provide for operating expenses not covered by fares and local share to 
match federal grants for capital projects.  
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FrontRunner 

Utah Transit Authority  
Salt Lake City, Utah 
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Virginia Railway Express (VRE) 
Northern Virginia – Washington, D.C. 
www.vre.org 
 

At its founding in 1992, the vision for the Virginia Railway Express (VRE) 
was to provide a safe, convenient, energy-efficient public transportation 
alternative to driving congested highways from the Northern Virginia suburbs 
to the business districts of Alexandria, Crystal City, and Washington, D.C. 
Each weekday, VRE now operates 32 trains over two branch lines, covering 
90 route miles and serving 18 stations in eight Northern Virginia jurisdictions, 
and carrying upwards of 15,000 daily passenger trips.  

VRE Manassas Line - The VRE Manassas Line opened on June 22, 1992. The alignment of the 
VRE Manassas Line runs from Broad Run and the Manassas, Virginia Airport to Washington, 
D.C. Union Station. The alignment is 35 miles long with 10 stations along the route.  From end 
to end the travel time is approximately 75 minutes with an average speed of 33 mph.    

The VRE Manassas line operates Monday through Friday and is mainly peak-directional (to the 
north in the AM and to the south in the PM). There is a midday train and one reverse commute 
train available to commuters during both the AM and PM peak periods.  Schedule frequency is 
approximately every 30 minutes during both peak periods.  Average daily boardings reported for 
April 2007 were 6,467.  

VRE – Fredericksburg Line - The VRE Fredericksburg Line opened on July 20, 1992. The 
alignment of the VRE Fredericksburg Line runs from Fredericksburg, Virginia to Washington, 
D.C. Union Station.  The alignment is 54 miles in length with 12 stations along the route. From 
end to end the travel time is approximately 90 minutes with an average speed of 33 mph.  

The VRE Fredericksburg line operates Monday through Friday and is mainly peak-directional (to 
the north in the AM and to the south in the PM). There is a midday train and one reverse 
commute train during both the AM and PM peak periods but these trains are run by Amtrak, not 
VRE. Schedule frequency is approximately every 30 minutes during both peak periods.  Average 
daily boardings reported for April 2007 were 7,259.  

Governance  

Organizationally, the Virginia Railway Express is a joint project undertaken by two commissions 
– the Northern Virginia Transportation Commission (NVTC) and the Potomac and 
Rappahannock Transportation Commission – which represent the Northern Virginia counties and 
municipalities in the VRE service area. Members of both entities sit on the VRE Operations 
Board, which governs VRE. Daily operations and capital projects are financed from a 
combination of federal, state and local grants, and through the sale of tickets.  

Funding  
VRE financing is a delicate balance of federal funding, state funding, local government funding, 
and the farebox. There is no stable, replenishable source of dedicated funds, so the various levels 
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of government involved in sponsoring the VRE agree among themselves on the apportionment of 
funding responsibility.  

The regional motor fuels sales tax of 0.2% is used to fund public transportation in nine counties 
in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area. The Commonwealth collects the revenues and sends 
the funds to the PRTC and NVTC for allocations.  

The Virginia Commonwealth Transportation Trust Fund provides most state funding for transit 
in Virginia. Various taxes and fees, including general sales tax, gasoline tax, and motor vehicle 
[use] taxes are used to support the Trust Fund. State assistance for operating is financed from the 
Trust Fund. Funds are allocated to transit systems based on each system’s operating expense as a 
percent of the statewide total. Transit Capital Assistance is funded from the general sales tax and 
the Trust Fund. Projects are subject to approval by the Commonwealth Transportation Board. 

On balance, to the extent that VRE increases fares over time at a rate generally in line with cost 
inflation, the VRE recovery ratio is projected to remain at a high level. Growing ridership 
demand will tend to increase average train loads, which can be carried by VRE more efficiently 
on a per capita basis. This will tend to offset projected higher costs with respect to railroad 
access fees and service expansion. The funding shortfall in future years will need to be covered 
by some combination of the following funding sources: 25 

• Increased Federal funding  
• Increased State funding  
• Increased funding from existing local VRE member jurisdictions  
• Local funding contributions from potential new VRE member jurisdictions  
• Funding from other sources (e.g., freight railroads, developers)  
• Creative financing mechanisms to defer or spread expenditures (e.g., equipment leases)  
• Additional revenue (e.g., increased fares, parking fees).  

NTD 2006 
In fiscal 2006, there were 3.57 million annual unlinked passenger trips on the VRE Manassas 
and Fredericksburg commuter rail lines. Other key statistics are: 62.62 unlinked passenger trips 
per vehicle revenue hour, $11.50 operating expense per passenger trip, $5.45 fare revenue per 
passenger trip, and 47% fare recovery.   

                                                 
25 Source:  http://www.vre.org/about/strategic/strategic_plan.htm and 
http://www.vre.org/about/performance/performance-measures.pdf 
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Source:  http://www.vre.org 

 
 

Virginia Railway Express 
Virginia 
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Sounder Commuter Rail 
Central Puget Sound Regional Transit Authority, Seattle, WA 
www.soundtransit.org 
 

The Central Puget Sound Regional Transit Authority (RTA),
commonly referred to as “Sound Transit,” plans and operates
regional transit connections in a three county area including
King County, Pierce County, and Snohomish County,

Washington State. Sound Transit sponsors three transit modes to make regional connections: 
Regional Express bus, Link light rail (in construction), and Sounder commuter rail. Sound 
Transit provides the planning, funding and capital for regional connections, and contracts out for 
the day-to-day operations. Sound Transit contracts with the local transit providers to operate 
Regional Express bus service and with Burlington-Northern-Santa Fe and Amtrak for operation 
of the Sounder commuter rail service. Sound Transit plans to contract out operation of the Link 
light-rail service.  

 
 

 
 

The Sound Transit service area encompasses 1,015 square miles and serves a population of 
2.6 million.  In addition to regional connections, Sound Transit coordinates transit services and 
has a regional fare integration program with the following local transit agencies: King County 
Metro, Community Transit and Everett Transit in Snohomish County; and Pierce Transit in 
Pierce County. Sound Transit also works with Kitsap Transit, the Washington State Ferries, and 
Intercity Transit in coordinating fares and services.    

Governance  
Regional transit authorities are required by state legislation to be governed by a Board of 
Directors made up of local elected officials and the Secretary of the Washington State 
Department of Transportation.  The Sound Transit Board of Directors is the authority’s 
governing body. The Board establishes policy, provides direction, and performs oversight.   The 
RTA is governed by a board made up of 18 members - 17 are local elected officials. The county 
executive in each county appoints members from that county. The State Department of 
Transportation Secretary also serves on the board. The local elected officials include mayors, 
city council members, county executives, and county council members within the RTA district. 
Each county is represented by one board member per 145,000 people living within that county. 
Initially, the RTA Board included three members from the Snohomish County, ten from King 
County, four from Pierce County and the State Transportation Department Secretary.   The 
county executive in each of the participating counties appoints members from that county.  The 
respective county councils confirm the appointments.  By state law, appointments must include 
an elected city official representing the largest city in the participating county and proportional 
representation from other cities and unincorporated areas. To help assure coordination between 
local and regional transit plans, half of the appointments in each county must be elected officials 
who serve on the local transit agency governing authority.  
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Funding  
The law that created Sound Transit also authorized the agency to levy and collect voter-approved 
local option taxes to pay for building and operating a high-capacity transit system. These taxes 
could include an employer tax, a special motor vehicle excise tax (the tax on license plate tabs) 
and a sales and use tax. Taxes will only be levied within the Sound Transit district. Sound 
Transit is not authorized to (nor does it intend to) levy property taxes to help pay for the regional 
transit system.  

Local Funding - The current RTA tax is a 0.3% vehicle tax and a 0.4% sales tax that were 
approved by voters as part of the Sound Transit Proposition 1.26 The RTA tax became effective 
for vehicle renewals on April 1, 1997 and was phased in as vehicle licenses expired after that 
date. Sound Transit also collects 0.8% rental car tax, levied on the rental value of vehicles. The 
tax is collected by businesses and remitted to the state Department of Revenue. The Department 
of Revenue disburses the proceeds to Sound Transit through the Office of the State Treasurer.  

Federal Funding - Section 5309 New Starts (FTA Discretionary), Surface Transportation 
Program (FHWA Urban Competitive), Surface Transportation Program (FHWA Railroad 
Crossing), Section 5307 (FTA Competitive), Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (FHWA 
Competitive), Section 5309 Bus (FTA Discretionary), Reverse Commute (FTA Competitive) 
Surface Transportation Program (FHWA Enhancements Competitive)  

Regional Fund - The RTA establishes a regional fund that is funded through a percent of local 
tax revenues contributed by each of the five subareas and interest earnings.   

Sounder Commuter Rail  

Sounder runs three trains every weekday in the North Corridor from Everett to Seattle with a 
stop in Edmonds. Construction is underway for a Sounder station in Mukilteo  

Sounder runs six trains every weekday in the South Corridor starting in Tacoma with stops at 
Puyallup, Sumner, Auburn, Kent, Tukwila and into Seattle. One of the six trains leaves from 
Seattle in the morning to Tacoma, with stops at all stations and a return trip in the late afternoon.  

Powered by clean-burning, ultra-low sulfur diesel, the trains run on freight tracks owned by the 
BNSF Railway Company. While Sound Transit owns the stations and provides security, Sounder 
trains are operated by BNSF and maintained by Amtrak.  

NTD 2006 

In fiscal 2006, there were 1.7 million annual unlinked passenger trips on the Sounder commuter 
rail service. Other key statistics are: 105 unlinked passenger trips per vehicle revenue hour, 
$13.35 operating expense per passenger trip, $3.02 fare revenue per passenger trip, and 23% fare 
recovery.   

                                                 
26 Voters in the RTA tax district approved an additional 0.5% sales tax for regional transit on November 4, 2008. 

 198



 

 199

 
 

Sounder Commuter Rail  
Sound Transit 

Seattle-Tacoma, WA 
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